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About The Story

Volume 6 of “The Adventures of Zack and Max” takes us on a
journey with HF amateur radio. Zack, Max and Mady, along with
their family and friends, take a weekend road trip and have their
own mini DXpedition. This means that they went to a nearby yet
remote location (Orcas Island, one of Washington State’s San
Juan Islands), and while camping tried to make as many world
wide contacts as possible. They discover that HF is a way to
contact the whole world, and that one does not need to spend
a lot of money or go to the ends of the earth to have fun with
ham radio DXing.

The writers agree: Ham radio is fun!

Once again, the writers are students from the Lake Wash-
ington Ham Club (K7LWH) at Ben Franklin Elementary School
in Kirkland, Washington. Under the leadership of Mr. Dave
Condon (KI7YP), the students set out to learn about the world of
HF. All of them have earned their Technician licences and there
is a growing number of General licences. The students drew
upon their own experiences camping in the Northwest, as well
as making friends with other amateur radio enthusiasts from
around the area, and from around the world. Pictured above is
Dave and some of the writers of this volume in his classroom
surrounded by the previous stories he has guided and helped
to develop.

We would like to extend a special thank you to Dave Condon
and acknowledge the help and guidance he has given the Lake
Washington Ham Club and the students at Ben Franklin Elemen-
tary. He has helped hundreds of families pass their Technician
and General tests and has created a strong ham club devoted to
the promotion of ham radio with kids of all ages. He has been a
major force behind the creation of the past 5 comic books
for lcom America. With his help, the students have learned all

aspects of amateur radio, as well as the importance commu-
nication plays in times of emergency, in international goodwill,
and teamwork. lcom America truly appreciates the energy he
has consistently shown with these projects. The picture below
shows Dave’s writing team joined by some of this year’s crop
of new hams who have just passed their Technician tests. This
year Dave will be retiring from Lake Washington School district,
but not from his position in the ham club. He will continue to
promote and inspire the young ham in all of us!

This edition of the comic book was made possible by a team of
writers led by elected student editor Rachel Roberts (KE7HQQ),
and assisted by writers Christa Hoskins (KE7HVF), William
Clawson, (KE7MJT), Helen Simicek (KE7MIE), Alka Pai (KE7NDB)
and Tian-Ai Aldridge (KE7MIV). Many parents and members of
the Lake Washington Ham Club supported the project through
encouragement and assistance. Icom America would like to
acknowledge Mr. Royce Roberts (KE7HQP) who helped to edit the
final text, and Cathy Corley who provided pictures of Mt. Constitu-
tion.We would also like to thank the members of Islands On The Air
(I0TA) for giving us permission to reference their site, providing us
with excellent information. We would also like to thank all of our
international and local friends who allowed us to share their
amateur radio experiences in the comic book story. It is our
hope that this story will inspire amateur radio enthusiasts of all
levels to get out and enjoy using a handheld, mobile or HF rig
and explore the world of DXing!

Max, Mr. Condon and friends

Kayoko Nakajima, professional cartoonist and illustrator,
has created another splendid piece. Ray Novak (N9JA),
Maureen Blomgren (KD7QDZ), and Dave Kruzic (KC7SFN) of
Icom America not only produced and sponsored but also under-
wrote the publication.
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This is a comic book fictionalizing events to help promote amateur radio. 9533
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Epilogue:
William and Brooke earned their Technician
license, and William has just passed his General.
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A snap shot gallery of real DXpeditions with real DX'ers.
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ZL8R: 40,000+ QSOs in just over a week....

DX’ing the way it should be.
For the love of ham radio.

Vames Brooks, 99y Form Bersey, NDo7

BS7H: 45,000+ QSOs in just over a week....



IC-756PROIIl Where to next?

The DX ers rig of choice.
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